Cerebral amyloid angiopathy: possible relationship to rheumatoid vasculitis.
In three cases of cerebral amyloid angiopathy there was also a chronic cerebral vasculitis characterized by segmental fibrinoid necrosis, chronic adventitial inflammatory infiltrates, obliterative "endarteritis" and hyaline arteriolar change, resembling rheumatoid vasculitis. Two of these cases had rheumatoid arthritis, and one had unspecified "arthritis" at the onset of dementia. Both vasculitis and amyloidosis involved the leptomeningeal and cerebral cortical vessels. In the two autopsy-verified cases, the vascular disease was limited to the brain. In the third case, only a brain biopsy was available. Amyloid-containing neuritic plaques were present in the cerebral cortex in all three cases, but they were abundant only in one, which also showed numerous Alzheimer tangles.